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Editorial Notes

Dozens of people from the villages and hamlets which constitute the area within the
boundaries of the Parish of St. Stephen in Brannel have submitted articles, photographs and
snippets of information for this publication. They have been willing to share with us all their
knowledge and remembrances of the Parish in times past and present. Without their
contributions this book could not have been published and so the book itself symbolises all
that is best about the sense of community which is particular to this area and its people.

It is fitting, therefore, that we explain, albeit simply, how we have made use of those
contributions.

All of the materials have been collected together by members of the Parish Council, or their
chosen representatives, for perusal by a small editorial team appointed by the Parish Council at
the outset of this Centenary Project.

We, the editors, have tried to ensure that all of the information we have included herein is first
hand rather than extracted or copied from other printed sources. As far as is practically
possible we have tried to check and ensure the accuracy of the information we have been
presented with; not an easy task when so much has relied upon word of mouth and, in some
cases distant or even indistinct memories.

Some of the contributions appear exactly as they were in their original form - others have been
revamped a little for stylistic reasons but essentially the facts and intentions of their authors
remain unaltered. In a very few cases the materials submitted by contributors may not appear
here, either because they have been extracted from other sources or because of a lack of
space. At the end of the day there has to be a cut off point and, as editors, we have to take
responsibility for selecting what we consider to be a correct mixture of varied and entertaining
selections which also fulfil the intentions of the Parish Council. Any alterations which may
have been made to source materials or omissions have been done with the best of intentions.

The articles contained in the book have not been arranged on any form of preferential basis;
there has to be a starting point and we have begun with a look at the Parish Council itself. This
is followed by a circular tour of the Villages, beginning at Treviscoe and Trethosa, moving
through Nanpean to Foxhole with slight diversions to look at Old Pound and Whitemoor;
thence, on to High Street and Lanjeth before completing the circle with visits to Coombe and
St. Stephen.

Only a very small number of the photographs offered for submission have been able to be
published and in this we have tried to allocate space to each of the villages or areas on an
equal footing.

Thank you for your support.

Peter Bishop, Susan Morcom, Babs Bennett and Liz Toms - Editorial Team



Chairman's Foreword

It is my privilege to be Chairman of St. Stephen-in-Brannel Parish Council in this Centenary
year of Parish Councils.

This book has been published to celebrate those past 100 years and to give the reader a
flavour of the history of the Parish and the changes that have been seen and recorded.

I would like to acknowledge the efforts of all who have been involved in the production of this
book.

Terry Retallick

ST. STEPHEN IN BRANNEL PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS

7894 7994
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Readers may note that in the Parish Council of one hundred years ago there were no female
members; now, approximately half of its members are ladies.



Chairmen of the Parish Council

1894/95/96
1896//97/98/99
1899/1900/01
1901/02/03/04
1904/05/06/07
1907/08/09/10/11
1912/13/14/15
1915/16
1916/17/18/19
1919/19
1919/20/21
1921/22/23/
1913/24
1924/25
1925/26
1926/27
1927/28
1928/29
1929/30
1930/31
1931/32
1932/33
1933/34
1934/35
1935/36
1936/37
1937/38/39
1939/40
1940/41
1941/42
1942/43
1943/44
1944/45
1945/46
1946/47

C.E.Davis
G.S.Richards
T. Rundell
W. Light

T. Richards

W. Light

W.A. Yelland
W. Light

W.H. Matthews
S.Stuthridge

F. Davis

Canon H. Mills
S. Stuthridge

J. Cawardine
W.J. Hancock

F. Brewer

P E.P. Williams
C.R. Minnear
J.P. Goldsworthy
W.J. Teague
Rev. F.F. Gilbert
W.H. Clemmow
S. Stuthridge
J.P. Goldsworthy
J. Neal

J.P. Goldsworthy
W. Parnall

F.J. Lomer
F.H.J. Lanyon
W.J. Hancock
W.C. Tucker

L. Tucker

J.P. Goldsworthy
H. Lander

1947/48/49
1949/50
1950/51
1951/52
1952/53
1953/54
1954/55
1955/56
1956/57
1957/58
1958/59
1959/60
1960/61
1961/62
1962/63
1963/64
1964/65
1965/66
1966/67
1967/68/69
1969/70/71
1971/72/73
1973/74/75
1975/76/77
1977/78/79
1979/80/81
1981/82/83
1983/84/85
1985/86
1986/87
1987/88/89
1989/90/91
1991/92/93,
1993/94

W. Parnall

F.H.J. Lanyon
C.H.L Tabb

A.G. Neal

Mrs. EF.A. Clyma
W. Parnall

T.T. Westcomb
W_.A. French

F.J. Lomer

Mrs. E.F.A. Clyma
Mrs. L. Odgers

J. Neal

H. Lander

L.E. Rundle

G. Brewer

L. Neal

T.J. Rickard

W. De G. Liddicoat
J.R. Goldsworthy
T.H. Richards
Rev. A. D. Jago
L.E. Rundle

E.A. Pearce

T.H. Richards

H. Lander

Mrs. E.F. A. Clyma
F.AD. Toon

E.A. Pearce

P.W. Webber

J.R. Goldsworthy
E.A. Pearce
Mrs.K.M. Chapman
Mrs. J. Rowe
T.M. Retallick

Elsewhere in this publication readers will find that several of these stalwarts of the local
community are written about in more detail by those who remember them with gratitude and

not a little affection.




A modern fully equipped hall
suitable for all types of functions

Booking Agent : Mr. J. Kemp St. Austell 75976

Prize Bingo © Luncheon Club Sunday Concerts
Parent & Toddlers ¢ Whist Drives
Short Mat Bowling Club

Playgroup

We would like to wish the Parish Council many

congratulations on reaching their centenary and

take this opportunity of thanking them for their
past and hopefully future support.




An Outline History of The Parish Council

Prior to 1894 the Affairs of the Parish were administered by twelve men and true of the Parish Vestry
Meetings. The Vestry Meeting usually consisted of the Vicar. Churchwardens, Parish Overseers,
Administrators of the Poor Laws and the Lords of the Manor.

Major changes had taken place in England with the Agrarian Revolution of 1650-1750. This brought
great benefits to the rural communities with improved husbandry. higher yields of corn and root crops
and improvements in the breeding of cattle and sheep.

The Industrial Revolution which took place in Britain between 1750 and 1850 brought great changes to
the County. The development of engines and mining equipment and other mechanical aids made great
differences to the life of the working man. Machines increasingly replaced the horse and man in the
heavy work which had been carried out in the mines and on the farms.

These revolutions created new problems - roads - water - sanitation and health. There came the
beginning of a new social consciousness to combat them . Various Government Acts had been passed
by Parliament which set out the required improvements in housing and public  health. 1832 saw the
first of the Education Acts which brought education to the ordinary people. Various Acts followed
which saw the setting up of the St. Stephen Board for the provision of schools in the parish.

The improvements in standards of health, housing and education together with greater opportunities for
employment saw an increase in the population of the Parish. It was the achievement of the 1847 Poor
Law Board Act to establish effective machinery for the administration of the Poor Law as laid down in
the Act of 1834. 1835 saw the Municipal Corporations Act which was directed to reform local
government aimed at the introduction of uniformity . democracy and efficiency. The Act of Parliament
of 1888 saw the creation of the County Councils. The Act of 1894 saw the creation of District Council
to replace various Boards i.e. Sanitary. Local Boards of Health and Turnpikes etc.. and also, more
importantly, the creation of Parish Councils. Every area of over 300 people was to have a Parish
Council. In 1894 there were 7.000 of them.

The main functions of the early Parish Councils, often in conjunction with the District Councils. was:-

Maintenance of Parish Property
Administration of Lay Charities
Safeguarding Sanitary conditions
Maintenance and Repair of Footpaths
Protection of Boundaries
Rights of Way and Commons
Appointment of School Managers
Provisions of Allotments
Tramway Orders
Utilisation of Water Resources
Representation on the Rating Authority
Rating and Valuation Appeals
Securing Extra Postal Facilities
Street Lighting
Burials and Public Improvements
War Memorials
Recreation Grounds

Subsequent Acts have brought additional responsibilities and powers.



The Local Government Act of 1972 was probably the greatest Act to affect the work of Parish
Councils and gave them additional powers and responsibilities. the greatest of these, in terms
of Parish matters is the right to be consulted on planning applications in the Parish.

As the population of the Parish continued to increase so did the need for burial grounds. The
churchyard at St. Stephen was almost full and the Burial Board for St. Stephen in Brannel
Parish was formed. In 1876 it purchased two acres of land at St. Stephen Churchtown at a
cost of £400 and the Cemetery was opened in 1878.

Since that time the Cemetery has continued to be extended. A Cemetery was also purchased
and opened at Nanpean in 1880.
By January 1994 there had been:-

4434 interments at Churchtown

2934 interments at Nanpean

Parish of St. Stephen in Brannel Burial Board Clerks

1878 - 1880 John Varcoe

1880 - 1895 George Olver

1895 - 1895 William Henry Clemmow
1895 - 1915 George Stephens

1915 - 1931 William Henry Clemmow
1931 - 1937 John Knight Truscott
1937 - 1971 Harry Truscott

1971 - 1974 Edgar Alan Rowe

The duties of the Burial Board were merged with those of the Parish Council as from 1st fo
April 1974 (Local Government Act 1972)

The Parish had schools controlled by and known as the St. Stephen's Board Schools. In 1894
there were schools at:-

Whitemoor 90 pupils
Churchtown 190 pupils
Trethosa 60 pupils
Nanpean 152 pupils
Highstreet (Lanjeth) 80 pupils
Coombe 39 pupils

In 1896 at Meledor another school opened with 97 pupils

Foxhole School opened in August 1911, following represntation by the Local School
Managers for additional places for local children. The debate for a new school at Foxhole was
won in favour of additional accommodation at Nanpean.

The population of the Parish continued to rise andit saw the development of new villages.
From 1894 St. Stephen Churchtown and Nanpean continued to grow. Foxhole grew from 11
dwellings in 1837 to its present day size.



In 1994 the major villages are St. Stephen Churchtown, Nanpean, Foxhole, Central Treviscoe,
Little Treviscoe, Trethosa, Whitemoor, Lanjeth, High Street and Coombe.

Early in the century Coombe was known as the "tinners' village" and the business centre was
at High Street which was the only village to have a rail head. Times have changed and with the
extension of the railway and improved motor haulage, transport is no longer the issue of great
importance.

With the expansion of the winning and working of china clay this has again changed the face
of the landscape in the Parish. Unfortunately the Parish has lost the village of Hornick, now
under Blackpool Tip. Halviggan, a village of some 57 houses, now in Great Halviggan Pit
(now part of the modern Blackpool Pit complex).

Karslake which once comprised some 24 houses was lost to china clay development and also
for burials.

Meledor village, complete with school, and the valleys at Virginia and Rosevallen are also lost
to china clay development at Melbur.

Old Pound, once a busy village with activities such as carnivals, horse shows and wrestling
tournaments, is now a mere skeleton of the original village settlement.

In 1994 the landscape has changed with the development of the China Clay Industry. Now the
"Cornish Alps" dominate the skyline and the mechanisation of agriculture has seen larger fields
and covered stock yards.

Geographical Features of the Parish

The Parish of St. Stephen in Brannel is in the heartland of Mid Cornwall and covers some
9000 acres.

This runs from the Karslake Plateau in the North, some 900 feet above sea level, down to the
steeply wooded valleys of the River Fal below Coombe. The high ground is heathland of poor
agricultural value while lower down is some of the richest agricultural land in the County of
Cornwall.

Three main rivers flow through the Parish; the Fal to the West; the North Fal from Curyan,
Old Pound, Nanpean, Gwindra through to Coombe and the Lanjeth stream to the East.

In 1891 the Fal is recorded as the Black River at Terras. The North Fal is well known as the
White River as it runs through the China Clay heartland.

These rivers ran the Corn Mills at Pollard's Mill, Court, Gwindra and Treneague and also the

Stone Mills at South Goonvean, Wheal Arthur, Trgargus, Trevear, Terras and the Stamps at
Coombe. The stone from Quarry Close was hauled to Ponts Mill for crushing.

Edgar Alan Rowe - Clerk to the Parish Council



M.A.R.

ROOFING SERVICES
SUPPLY AND FIX OR FIX ONLY

19 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN ALL
TYPES OF PITCHED ROOFING

COMPLETE RE-ROOFING
SLATING - New, Secondhand, Rag
TILING - Concrete, Clay
CEDAR SHINGLES
uPVC Facias / Guttering
Leadwork / Repairs

We can arrange a site visit or quote from your plans

For FREE estimates and
friendly advice contact:
Mike Raikes on

0726 822177

24 hrs/7 days

Hensafraen, Hillhead, St. Stephen,
St. Austell, Cornwall PL26 7QQ




The Farewell Address by Harold Truscott
(retiring Clerk to the Parish Council) on 15th March 1971

Mr Chairman and members of the Council.

I find it difficult to give you a resume of events which have taken place over the past 33 ycars in which [ have
been in office as your Clerk. but at the risk of unintended omissions. and perhaps offence to some. as I cannot
possibly mention everyone by name who have given of their support to me so willingly. I will attempt to give
you a brief report on some of the major happenings in the Parish with some of the events and achievements of
the Parish Council.

I succeeded the late Mr. H. Clemmow in 1937. Life was somewhat quiet compared with the hectic rat-race
which surrounds us today. We had scarcely recovered from the effects of the general strike. the slump and high
unemployment before we were plunged into a world war.

As some of you will remember. it fell to the task of the Parish Council to organise a local "Invasion
Committee" made up of representatives of the many organisations such as the Civil Defence Corps. Local
Defence Volunteers. Evacuation and Billeting Officers. W.V.S.. Fire Guard. Special Police, First Aid Services
- even the children of the Scouts and Guides were given a job aiding the defence of our country. Capt. J.P.
Goldsworthy very ably chaired this Committee. Many meetings were held to produce material and records
which were collected. collated and recorded in a "War Book " so that the authoritics could have immediate
access to the information regarding personnel. weapons. stores and equipment. emergency food. water.
bedding and so forth. The L.D. V.. later became known as the Home Guard and so under 'weapons - two dozen
pitch forks - the amended form became - two dozen rifles! The "War Book" which bore the meaningful words
NOT TO FALL INTO ENEMY HANDS was carcfully locked away. and plans were made for the escape of the
Chairman and Clerk to the Council with this valuable picce of literature to an old quarry adit should we be
invaded by encmy troops.

During the early part of the war we welcomed hundreds of children from the cities into our homes. and it was
the job of the Billeting and Bedding Officers to find homes and beds so that these children could be sheltered
from the bombing which was a commonplace hazard of the civilian population. We remember in this
connection the late Mr. W. Parnall. who with his wife worked untiringly for this cause. For some of the
evacuees it was their first taste of a visit to the country. sea and to the peculiar ways of country people: but I am
quite sure that our own children and the visitors had much to offer cach other in the way of shared experiences.
new ideas. and a decper sense of tolerance.

In spite of the evil of war menacing and influencing our lives some good evolved and it was our joy and
privilege to hear the choir of Canterbury Cathedral singing in our two churches - a rare, beautiful and ethereal
experience; but for the war they would not have been evacuated to our district. Conversely some of our ARP.
wardens. Mr. Harold Lander amongst them, went to the London area to relieve the wardens at their posts
where the pressure was greatest due to the incessant bombing. But we were not to be exempt from the terror of
the skies as several bombs were dropped in our Parish and we mourned the loss of some of our Parishioners:
some homes were badly damaged and some destroyed. Life was very uncertain and news came of the capture.
injury or death in action of local boys. but our spirits were never low and in our various ways we fought on.

National Savings Weeks were organised and it became the task of the Council to arrange the sale of flags.
collection of money, and to induce, cajole or persuade our populace to become National Savers and to invest
their money in such causes as "WAR WEAPONS" - "WARSHIPS"- AND "WINGS FOR VICTORY" Weeks.
when St. Stephen Parish headed the list of contributions to the war effort.

Our then Rector, Canon Frank Gilbert. offered his services to his country and became a Padre in H.M. Forces.
leaving his brother, the Rev. Tom Gilbert to look after our spiritual needs. We remember with gratitude the
long service to the both Councils of Canon Gilbert.

Amongst our many visitors to the Parish during the war were some thousands of troops of every colour and
race from a company of Sikhs. complete with mules . to a platoon of Grenadier Guards who paraded at the top
of Nanpean Hill. A privilege usually reserved for State occasions. During their stay a number of Guards were



detailed on to my property and they commandeered the garage. garden, sheds and even a child's tent which
was erected in the garden. It was a sight for sore eyes to see two pairs of long legs belonging to chaps at least
6'6" high sticking out from a small home-made tent! It was Spring, and we were all 'digging for victory' so
there was some cause for anxiety as to the future of my seedlings and plants as there seemed to be long-legged
Guardsmen lying all over the garden. But the Commanding Officer assured me that everything would be left in
perfect order, and much to my incredulity on their departure all that could be found as evidence of their stay
was a neatly piled stack of bully beef tins by the refuse bin - and not a leaf out of place.

With the approach of D Day so came the build up of troops. Our 'end' was known as "Wuthering Heights", so
the Americans were versed in Emily Bronte! Row upon row of army tents grew up overnight and the whole
district resounded to the noise of tanks, lorries, guns, jeeps and of course the strange accent which permeated
the air. It became very difficult to move around in the Parish because at every road junction there was a
barricade and only people with passes could go through. My pass enabled me to travel to Churchtown until
about a week before D Day when the passage of troops up through the County became so great that the civilian
population were almost paralysed and found it difficult to get to work and school. In spite of all our difficulties
the Americans were very friendly and joined in our social activities in the villages which we had provided for
our service men and women throughout the war. The climax of their visit was a wonderful concert in the
Nanpean recreation ground when the music was supplied by one of their leading military bands.

On June 8th 1946 the Parish Council under Mr. Harold Lander, the Chairman, were proud to be able to
organise a Day of Thanksgiving for Victory and Peace in the St. Stephen Recreation Ground and this ended an
era of Parish history which was to be the most active of my career.

After the return of the forces we set our minds to winning the peace and after a petiod of rationing and
shortages the China Clay industry began to boom and we were soon to become the richest Parish in rateable
value. We saw recreation grounds springing up in the villages: houses, local government services and
education progressed. The late Mr. Fred Lomer, a past Councillor, was active in discovering that the Fyfield
Trust legacy left for the use of college students resident in the Parish was being swallowed up in the general
County education fund. Due to his insight and the efforts of the Council this grant has now been restored to
its rightful place and the Council act as trustees.

During my term of office we have buried 2,500 people - and raised up one. This was an unusual experience
when an exhumation took place. To bury a person is a straightforward procedure, but to exhume a body is
extremely difficult and involved a Home Office Order and weeks of correspondence.

Here I would like to mention a few of the late Parish Councillors with whom I have worked closely:-
Capt. Hancock, Mr. Stuthridge. Mr. Jim Neal, Mr. F.H.J. Lanyon and Mr. Liddicoat.

About our achievements, we have had a few battles with the hierarchy - and mostly got things done which were
necessary. We have seen several road improvements, plotted and scheduled 160 odd footpaths for the 1951
Survey of Public Rights of Way and have recently built some bus shelters. But our important function has been
to "ginger up" the big authorities and also establish a firm contact with the grass roots of our society.

What of the future? If the present plans for the reorganisation of Local Government become a reality then the
Parish Council will still hold a position of stature and importance - and long may it live.

Regretfully my turn has come to hand over the reins to a younger Clerk. May I wish him great success and say
that if he derives as much pleasure and enjoys being in the service of local government as much as I have, then
he will be a very happy man.

May I express to the Chairman, and also to the past Chairmen with whom I have worked, my gratitude for the
immense support they have given me; and to the members of the Council, past and present, I hope that I have
given satisfaction and would like to thank you all for your help and understanding which I have received over
the years - one of the finest bodies of men and women with whom it has ever been my privilege and fortune to
work.

H. Truscott, Clerk to the Parish Council - 15th March, 1971
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Video eating tapes? C.D. turning discs into frisbees?
I.V. imitating a drumset? Your stack system separating?
Video camera doing a blank?

Microwave cooking from the outside out?

Seen the Heineken Advert?
Don’t turn to dvink,
turn to SOS Electronics.
;% They will cure that sinking feeling!

G\ SOS ELECTRONICS
BEACON GARAGE
o BEACON ROAD
FOXHOLE
ST AUSTELL

@ Televisions ® Videos and video cameras @
® C.D.s ® Hi-Fi ® Microwaves @

RECONDITIONED T.V.s AND VIDEOS
All with 6 months’ guarantee

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN

Give us a chance. Give us a call.
We do a good rescue service.
Either drop in at the above address,
or ring St Austell 823610

Support the local business that
supports the local community

TERRAS MILL
NURSERIES

Potted Plants, Cut Flowers,
Seedlings and Bedding Plants,
Fresh Fruit and Vegetables
plus all the free advice you can handle -

from John and Carol Yeo

at Terras on the main
Newquay to St. Austell road
just outside St. Stephen

Private Hire, Tours, Holidays

And Pub Outings

Coaches and Mini Bus for Hire
53-45-16-15-12 & 8 Seaters

Reliable Service Assured

St. Austell (0726) 63687
St. Austell (0726) 823197

32 Symons CI., Boscoppa,
St. Austell.

.+ handy gas
gas | distributor

R; B'ourton & Sons

Bottle Gas Supplies
Heaters : Cookers : D.L.Y : Electrical
10 Chapel Road Foxhole St.Austell Cornwall

Tel : 0726 822389 or 0726 65727

Free daily delivery
Manageress - Sally Bourton




Workshops, garages & storage to let
from £17 per week
or land for rural workshops etc. at
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Treviscoe and Trethosa

TREVISCOE and TRETHOSA are two villages which were founded on the discovery of China Clay at
Carloggas. when the Morcom family farmed the land; descendants of the family still reside in the parish.

While the school is named TRETHOSA, it was built between the two villages to accommodate children of
both villages, and it has been known at one time to have had over one hundred scholars, but it is closed at
present.

Treviscoe is known to have had seven businesses, including a post office: at present there are plans for two new
ones. It used also to be known for its Brass Band and Football team. A Commemorative Stone to the Football's
memory (Treviscoe Juniors) can be seen today.

Worship was originally held in a local barn. still to be found in the village, but as the village grew. a bigger
building was needed. hence what is known today as the Sunday School was opened in 1902 as the Methodist
Chapel. Numbers of worshippers and needs for space still grew and the present Chapel was opened in 1911. It
was the centre for three choirs; Mixed, Ladies, Male Voice. under the baton of Mr. R. Polmounter. In 1936 the
well-known Treviscoe Male Voice Choir was formed under the Baton of Mr. R. Kessell. Among winning many
contests. in 1956 they went to Wales and won the great contest at Llangollen,

During the War Years 1939 - 45, the men who were not eligible for the forces joined the Home Guard, and the
women joined the W.V.S. which is known today as the W.R.V.S. The men worked in shifts at Watch Hill,
Foxhole. being the advantage point of the Parish. Being ill-equipped they took with them domestic possessions
such as garden tools as items of defence; that was a subject of ridicule over the radio. but later they were better
equipped.

From Trerice Slip to Bank Top there were American Troops camped: the Sunday School was opened. and
equipped with recreational facilities, including refreshments. The W.V.S. members took their turn, in a rota, to
serve refreshments during the evenings. Sunday Evenings were open also to the public when a Sing Song was
held: what lovely evenings they were: wonderful stories could be written about them. There were also many
evacuee children billeted with us: some never went back; some have made our homes their second homes and
others have visited and still do visit us when in Cornwall.

All food was rationed. cooking fats were a few ounces per person per week When we were allowed one extra
ounce of margarine we were grateful. because where there was more than one person in the house. it enabled
another cake or a few buns to be baked. We were allowed pasties once a week. Each village had a nominated
representative; that person collected orders, went to the bakes at St. Stephen for the orders. brought them back
to the Sunday School. and they were collected from there.

The W.V.S. among other items of the day such as self defence, were taught First Aid, and Home Nursing, how
to build a field kitchen, Field Cooking a and the foremen of the local clay works, and retired men of the village
were invited to be our guests to dinner. The residents had permits to go in and out of the village, always taking
their gas masks with them. Soldiers were stationed each end of the village. At one of the Sunday School
events Foxhole Brass Band walked through the clay works and the fields to play at the event. Many weeks
before D Day half of the width of the road was taken up with lorries and other vehicles filled with ammunition,
with great covers over them labelled "Fyffes Bananas". Being in line with Falmouth and St. Eval Air field we
witnessed many air raid warnings. Clothing was needed. and very few coupons allowed. Occasionally torn
parachutes were available and items of all kinds were made from its silk; Gloves were fashioned from Chamois
leather, coats from fine weave blankets, slippers form old felt hats. and any available fruit was preserved.

From the W.V.S. the Women's Institute was formed. Among other interest the W .I. introduced what is known
today as the Carnival Week, but that soon became too big an undertaking and the Men's Institute were invited
to help: this is still a success.



In 1951 the W.I. Choir. by winning the Area. County and Regional contests won a place at the Albert Hall to
sing, with other choirs in the country. Vaughan William's work The Four Seasons. under the Baton of Sir
Adrian Boult. and with the composer as a member of the audience. Some time after invitations were sent to
W.Ls in the Brannel Group to join the Choir. The name then altered to the Brannel Group W.I. Choir.

In 1969 the Choir had similar success. presenting the great work The Brilliant and the Dark, conducted by Sir
Marcus Dodds; because of the demand for tickets. the Choir a few weeks later went to London for a repeat
performance. Many concerts including carols in Truro Cathedral, were rendered in aid of charities. The W.1. is
still active, entering different competitions including cookery at the Royal Cornwall Show .

The Boy Scouts out grew their little hut and money raising events were held. The Nisson Hut was obtained for
their use. which is shared with the Brownies today.

Rather than depending on the courtesy of the land owners. a Playing Field was considered more necessary to
the villages than a site for Refuse Collection, and after several sited had been viewed. the site of the Old
Quarry. Band Room, Clay Air Drier and rubbish dump was chosen. The Industries were most helpful by
providing soil to level the ground, and top soil for tilling. After a lot of hard work by the local men the Playing
Field was opened by His Royal Highness. The Duke of Edinburgh in 1952. A big marquee was erected in the
field behind the Chapel. where a luncheon was laid out and buffet meals served in the Sunday School:
hundreds of meals were served that day. luncheon. teas, and refreshments at the end of proceedings. During
the afternoon all kinds of sports were arranged. and a concert was given by the Treviscoe Male Voice Choir in
the evening. We were honoured with the presence of landowners in the county. Industry and Business

. Directors. Rural District Personnel, also many who had left the village came back for the day. This is one of
the most memorable days in the history of the Village. The Playing Field and its facilities have good use.

In 1986 the Community Hall was opened (details herewith). It is the centre for the pre-school group. Youth
Club. Over 60s Club. has four snooker tables. and is open to all recreational events of the village. A building
that is well and fully used.

This village is rather unique, having its own drinking water chute.

Mrs A.M. Job



Little Treviscoe
Comments about Little Treviscoe during the period approx. 1920 to 1950:

Little Treviscoe in the Parish of St. Stephen in Brannel has been of notable interest over past years being on
the edge of the china clay workings.

The previous ownership before merger of Central Clay Works was in the name of the Dyer family and Little
Treviscoe Pit was owned by the Martin Bros.

The St. Columb District Co-operative Society had a branch at this area since the early 1920s and extended it
in 1925 before moving to a site in the village centre in 1957 which included a coal store. Adjoining this site
was a privately owned sawmills, run by the late Jim Greenslade and likewise a blacksmith shop in the
ownership of Tom Greenslade; for a short period Billy Kent ran a fish and chip shop at "Rock Hill" house.

Much of the land in this area was of the Lambs' estate and small holdings on lease by the Greenslades and
Lukes families.

Treviscoe Institute was opened in 1920 and a piece of land purchased and donated for this purpose by the late
William Rosevear, one of the trustees.

It is a known fact that many of the 40 houses were built by out of shift local labour when much of the stone was
transported by horse and cart from Goonvean Quarry. Pahatu house has served purposes of a varied nature in
the past. when occupied by the Goldsworthy family: an added attraction was a private family sports room over
the top of the garages: later the tenant was the headmaster of Trethosa Primary School Mr. W. S. Pellymounter
before Mr. Joshua Bullen ran it as a guest hous: in more recent years it was purchased by Mr. Clarence
Osborne as a general store and egg collection base. The late Mrs. Andrew Bullock was the first appointed sub
post mistress at Treviscoe who combined it with a general store and her son Robert was in charge of the coal
store when delivery was carried out by horse and cart.

An industry building was erected and known as the Cooperage which meant employment for the making of
casks under the control of the Vercoe family and the supervision of Joe Goldsworthy when the clerk was
Archie Allen. Also there stood a Trepol plant for abrasive cleaning material which was operated by Doril
Williams (nee Bray) and Alma Smtih who supplied this product to numerous locations throughout the South
West.

The so called Long ficld with Tregears holding was a remembered centre for dog racing in aid of charitable
causes.

The far end of this hamlet was long ago nicknamed RAW and was such a longstanding meeting place for all
ages who used a seat that could be seen to have been an old tree trunk with a view of all approaches. One day
the local farmer of Tregears, namely Edward J. Luke. decided to put an end to this gathering on the corner
and arranged a team of horses and chains which dragged this useful tree trunk to the top of his field but within
a short while it returned to its position through a very much quicker return journey courtesy of a gang of
youths and there it stayed to the end of its days.

One of the senior gentlemen of Little Treviscoe, known as Charles Trethewey. one day came up with a
proposition for a fitted scat at the sheltered side of RAW SQUARE and it was agreed to ask everyone for 3d
contribution for this purpose. Andrew Bullock purchased the materials and gave his labour and the seat was
soon in place. (Mr. Bullock was the local pit carpenter).

Mary Golly who supported her sick husband many years before being left a widow started up a fish and chip
business at RAW and was a great favourite especially for those on the return journey from the Plaza Cinema at
St. Dennis. This little business opened on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays in the evenings and the
daughter Margaret used to deliver to Trethosa School at some lunch times on her bicycle. The prices sounded
good chips 1/2d and 1d for large bags and fish was 2d and those who preferred a sit down meal forms were



provided but no room for tables , bottles of a variety of flavours of home made drinks were available at 1/2d
and 1d per bottle.

The dolls house also in RAW square has a variety of history including being used as patrol headquarters for
the local scouts and a base for the county library: the W.V.S. distributed 1000s of pasties during the 2nd World
War years as well as cod liver oil and orange juice for the infants; the dolls house has also been used as
residence and offices in by gonedays.

Mrs. Bullock had a good sale for daily papers at the post office when school boys carried out the delivery and
were paid 6d per day for Treviscoe and 6d a day for Trethosa and 1d per day for Little Treviscoe.

The coal depot was a hard place to earn a few coppers and people much preferred to go up to Jim Greenslade's
sawmills and fill sacks with sawdust for dumping at a cost of only 1d per sack.

There were at least four out of shift barbers in this community who charged customers only a copper or two per
visit.

Herbert Lobb used to sell at the door eggs and vegetables and in 1930 a law was enforced that a licence had to
be obtained yearly and the cost for this was 1/-.

The field behind the post offie was a favourite pitch for cricket and known as Burma Road field but it was a
known fact that Ben the old cart horse would chase anyone when chance permitted.

A favourite game at RAW was "tin can alley’ when lots were drawn and the unfortunate one had to throw an
old tin as far as possible, then with eyes closed facing the wall count an alloted number while evey one else
took to hiding. the last one not declared would then have to continue the game.

Many will remember RAW for the supply of clotted cream at 3d for 20zs and separated milk was available in
the evenings at 1d per pint from Mrs. Joe Hore or Mrs. Edwin Luke.

Lads and Lasses who lived the other side of the co-op stores and institute were looked upon as visitors but it
has been thought that opening of the playing ficlds was a move towards the neighbourhoods' uniting.

Now in 1994 there is no chip shop. no post office. shop or coal stores. no blacksmith shop and on the sawmills
site stands a block of offices and a clay laboratory owned by E.C.C. International

Gerald T. Lobb.



Trethosa

There are those who can recall many more memories than I can but, although I am a pensioner in my span of
years I can remember twenty six houses that no longer stand in the hamlet of Trethosa and this excludes
properties at Trethosa Moor and Kernick that have been demolished for industrial and other reasons.

The Bible Christian Chapel built in the hill of Trethosa Farm in 1876 and which replaced the old chapel in the
farmyard has always been a centre of activity for over a hundred years.

Besides worship it proved to be a place of education especially during World War Two when many evacuees
shared the facilities of the primary school; it also became the home of the Youth Club, Wesley Guild and
Sunday School. The Women's Institute held meetings which they have shared with Treviscoe since 1946
besides numerous social and festive events. The Chapel was also the headquarters of Treviscoe/Trethosa boy
scouts and wolf cubs until a hall was built specifically for them by voluntary labour.

The fine organ at Trethosa Church must never be forgotten.

A number of years ago Jack Ford's Boot Repair Shop was a meeting place for the latest news and gossip and
his alsation dog was usually there on guard; sadly this shop was burnt down and residents thought that this was
the end of it but not long afterwards the site was cleared, another wooden house was erected and business
started again.

Some people may still remember another little shed at the foot of Trethosa sand tip where the youngsters would
meet in the evenings for a game of cards or to try their skills at the dartboard and for a short while many years
later the boy scouts used the shed for a patrol room; this little hut was near at hand to the local grocery store.

One sad feature of the area is the closing of Trethosa Primary school after such a long span of years.

No doubt there are many more tales to be told of Trethosa.

Gerald T. Lobb - October 1993

TRETHOSA METHODIST CHURCH



W. V. S. LADIES PREPARING SOLDIERS TEA'S 1939-1945 WAR

OPENING OF THE PLAYING FIELD BY PRINCE PHILIP 1952
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TREVISCOE MALE VOICE CHOIR WIFE & FRIENDS AFTER
THEIR SUCCESS AT LLANGOLLAN 1956

W.I. CHOIR WHICH SANG AT THE ALBERT HALL



Proprietors :- Terry, Sandra & Antony Truscott
Purveyors of finest Fish and Chips to the parish.

Congratulations to the Parish Council
in their Centenary year

Lee & Sons %@ Mobile Home Parks




Meledor - The Forgotten Village

In the heart of the china clay industry remains an area which now exists only in the memories
- of many older Cornish Guardian readers and which is somewhere which will never really be
known to the younger generation.

Up until about 20 years ago the community village of Meledor was a happy Cornish hamlet,
partly in the parish of St. Stephen in Brannel and partly in the parish of St. Enodor. For a
number of years there was a parish representative of Meledor village actually serving on St.
Stephen Council, namely, Mrs. Florence Odgers (now Mrs. Blight).

In Meledor, in its prime, there were about forty properties including a number of smallholdings
and over 100 residents following after the trend of the post war years for smaller families.

The parents and associates of Meledor village, including local farmers, contributed to the
cause and raised money and built a primary school on leased ground from Messrs. Johnsons'
Estate to save small children having to go to either St. Stephen or Trethosa schools where
further education was continued at the age of eleven years.

On the register at one time in Meledor School there were as many as 200 children and 4
teachers, the school having been built in 1895 by F.G. Gilbert (builders).

A local grocery store was a popular feature of the village under the control of a local lady
Miss Irene Minear who was the organist at St. Stephen Methodist Church for many years. At
the time that the village store was in operation cigarettes were only 2d a packet and a supply
of sweets and chocolate was provided for the children and snack foods for a large number of
clay employees in the surrounding pits and dries.

Slightly visible still on the site of the former village stand the remains of a wall of the local
Women's Institute.

During the Second World War members of the W.V. Service would make regular deliveries of
pasties to the housewives and works canteens to supplement the basic rations.

After the war a public meeting was called and officers and a committee was installed with a
view to erecting a village hall. Fundraising was begun and with concerts, whist drives and
social functions at the school a banking account was opened with the support from Sea View
and nearby Scarcewater residents.

But how times changed!

With the china clay production increased the land upon which the village was built was
gradually taken up by the spreading clayworks; the homes, one by one, disappearing until
eventually there was no need for a village hall and not even a school. The assets of the village
hall project were donated to charity.

Today only one house, which was used as a block of offices, is let two tenants by E.C.C.
International; it is the sole dwelling and reminder of the population that used to live in the
area; only the one house and the telephone kiosk remain.

Gerald T. Lobb



MELEDOR ScHool.

SALES REPAIRS SERVICE

Washing Machines ® Cookers @® Microwaves
Vacuum Cleaners ® Dishwashers ® Freezers
All on display - visit our showroom for a
personal friendly service - experienced
helpful staff -skilled engineers
All leading makes
Siemens, Neff, Bosch, Philco, Sharp, Hitachi, Moulinex,

53 Kenwood, Fagor Blomberg, Uncat, Samsung

For a better all round local service
KITCHEN & BEDROOM STUDIO




















































































































































































































































